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PIONEERS OF ORGANIZED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANCY
IN PENNSYLVANIA

by T. Edward Ross

Introduction

The incorporation of the American Association of Public Account
ants on August 20, 1887, marks the formal beginning of cooperative
efforts of accountants in public practice in the United States of America.
Shortly before that date, steps were taken to form an association of
public accountants in Philadelphia, but the movement was abandoned
in order to further the formation of the national body. Ten years later
interest was revived, this time on state lines, which resulted in the
organization of the Pennsylvania Association of Public Accountants
on March 30, 1897.
This is a brief record of the activities of those who were responsible
for initiating the movement for organization of the profession and
of those who later joined with them in the development of the As
sociation’s work during the first ten or twelve years of its existence.
It is not intended in any sense as a complete history of the Associa
tion, or of its successor the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public
Accountants. Mention is made, however, of the subsequent develop
ment of activities of the Institute which had been suggested or initiated
during its earlier years.
As these pioneer members were all greatly interested in the work
of the several national bodies, their cooperation in this field is briefly
noted, together with their contribution to accountancy literature
and their service to the Federal government.

It is hoped that this record may be of use to any historian who
may be moved to write a comprehensive history of the profession
in Pennsylvania.
Much of the data herein have been obtained from The Public
Accountant, (1898-1900); from biographical sketches read from time
to time at meetings of the Pennsylvania Institute; from reports of
accounting congresses; from various publications of the American
and Pennsylvania Institutes; and from the L. R. B. & M. Journal.
The writer is indebted to Mr. Robert J. Bennett, the Secretary of
the Pennsylvania Institute, for his paper, Milestones in the Pennsylvania
Institute's History, which was read at the celebration of the Institute’s
Fortieth Anniversary, April 6, 1937, and for his generous cooperation
in many other ways. A paper read by Mr. Frank Wilbur Main at
the Fortieth Anniversary, The Accounting Profession in Western
Pennsylvania During the Past Forty Years, furnished valuable data
concerning the early membership of the Institute in Pittsburgh and
vicinity.
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CHARTER MEMBERS

CHAPTER I

THE ORGANIZERS
last quarter of the nineteenth century witnessed a great
expansion in the industrial life of the United States of America.
Prior to that time the few men engaged in public accounting wrought
in more or less obscurity, with little public recognition of the value
of their services. In Great Britain the public accountant had attained
prominence in financial and industrial circles and had established
professional societies.
The visits of some of these Chartered Accountants to this country
in the interests of British investors was a factor in stimulating inter
est in the work of the public accountant, and the subsequent establish
ment of offices here by British accountants brought public accountancy
more prominently before the American bankers and industrialists.
Some of these British accountants became much interested in the
organizing of the profession in the United States and they cooperated
with the American accountants in forming the first national body
whose membership was restricted to accountants in public practice.
The American Association of Public Accountants was the result of
these efforts and it was incorporated August 20, 1887.
Following the lead of the national body, state organizations came
into being. The public accountants in Pennsylvania organized the
Pennsylvania Association of Public Accountants on March 30, 1897.
The men who fostered this movement had been in public practice for
some time, and it is of them and their later associates in the develop
ment of the Association’s program that this record is written.
Of the pioneers of organized accountancy in Pennsylvania, Mr.
John W. Francis was the first to establish an office for the public
practice of accountancy. Mr. Francis, in 1857, took charge of the
accounts of Bement & Dougherty, then well-known as manufacturers
of machine tools and whose plant later became a part of the Niles,
Bement, Pond Company properties. In this position, in addition to
his regular duties, Mr. Francis undertook the task of designing and
he
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installing a factory cost-system. Without the aid of text-books, or
the help of others, he devised a system which served well the purpose
intended and anticipated the essential principles of later day cost
accounting.
During the twelve years of his association with Bement & Dougherty,
Mr. Francis kept up a wide range of study. Gradually business ac
quaintances began calling upon him for accounting advice and as
sistance and in 1869 he resigned his position and took up public practice.
The vocation which Mr. Francis chose could not have been an
easy one, as regular audits were not then the custom and the scope
of the public accountant’s work was greatly restricted. It would be
of great interest to us today if a personal record of his early experiences
were available.
The late J. E. Sterrett, in a brief biographical sketch, speaks of
Mr. Francis as follows:
“In his vision of the internal development of accountancy (and
in view of the circumstances existing at the time it was truly a vision
and worthy of a statesman), two things occupied the foreground
—education and organization. As early as 1886 he brought together
the little group of men who were then in practice in Philadelphia
. . . Several meetings were held in Mr. Francis’ office, and a plan
of organization was worked out which provided for a charter as an
educational institution. . . . When the plans were brought about
to a point where an application for a charter was to be made, early
in 1887, Mr. Edwin Guthrie arrived in America and advised the
formation of a national society. The plan for a local organization was
then dropped, and several of the Philadelphia men, Mr. Francis
among them, joined in the formation of the American Association
of Public Accountants.
“In 1897, the effort for a Pennsylvania organization of accountants
was renewed, and in March of that year, although bearing the burden
of seventy-two years upon his head, Mr. Francis joined in an invita
tion to the accountants of Philadelphia to meet at his office for the
purpose of considering the formation of a permanent organization,
and the promotion of legislation for the profession. Out of this meet
ing grew the Pennsylvania Association of Public Accountants, sub
sequently reorganized into the present Institute . . .”
Six years after Mr. Francis had begun public practice, Charles
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Joseph E. Sterrett

Robert B. Vollum

James W. Fernley

John D. Sttnger

N. Vollum opened an office as a public accountant. As a boy, Mr.
Vollum had been among the first students admitted to Girard College.
On graduation he was employed in a brokerage office and later saw
active service in the Northern Army. Because of his knowledge of
accounts, he was transferred to the Department of the Adjutant
General.
After the war he occupied official positions with certain business
organizations, and, at the same time, supervised the accounts of
several other houses. The latter work began to occupy so much of
his time that in April, 1875, he decided to devote himself entirely
to public accounting. He became one of the leaders among accountants
and was active in the formation of the Pennsylvania Association of
Public Accountants and also exercised a dominant influence in the
passage of the C. P. A. Act in 1899.
Following Mr. Vollum closely in point of time, Mr. John Heins
began his career as a public accountant in 1877. Mr. Heins had had
many years of business experience with such organizations as I. P.
Morris & Company (later a department of the William Cramp &
Sons Ship & Engine Building Company), American Dredging Com
pany, and The Yale & Towne Manufacturing Company. In his public
practice he attained a prominent place, not only in Philadelphia but
elsewhere, as is evidenced by the fact that he was one of the eight
incorporators of the American Association of Public Accountants in
the year 1887. He served three terms as president of that body in
1889, 1890 and 1891. He was active in the organization of the Penn
sylvania Association and was its first president.
In the year 1882, Mr. Lawrence E. Brown began the practice of
public accounting which he continued for forty years until his death
at the age of eighty years. As a young man he had seen service in
the Confederate forces. During the first decade of his practice, Mr.
Brown became recognized as one of the leaders of the profession and
was frequently engaged in important court cases.
These four were the outstanding men in public accounting in
Philadelphia, and they, in large measure, laid the foundation for
its expansion and its increasing recognition by the financial and busi
ness interests of the city, but there were others, who had gained
recognition both on the part of the general public and their fellow
practitioners, who contributed their share to the development of
11

public accountancy in the Commonwealth. Among these were three
who later joined with the four leaders mentioned and their younger
associates in forming the first society of public accountants in Penn
sylvania. John Vaughan, a brother-in-law of John Heins, had served
as a paymaster of the United States Navy. Following some years of
business experience he joined the staff of Mr. Heins in January, 1887.
In December of the same year he resigned in order to establish his
own practice in Pittsburgh. On the formation of the Pennsylvania
Association of Public Accountants he was elected vice-president, a
position he occupied for nine years. He was appointed a member of
the first Board of Examiners for the Examination of Accountants in
Pennsylvania and served as its secretary. On his death in 1917, his
accountancy library of 260 volumes passed to the Pennsylvania
Institute of Certified Public Accountants under a bequest in his
will, and was subsequently transferred to the Lippincott Library
of the University of Pennsylvania.
Hyland B. Hayes of Philadelphia and Francis J. Rebbeck of Pitts
burgh were also among the accountants who were in active practice
and joined in the organization of the Association. Mr. Rebbeck was
elected an honorary member of the Institute in 1904. He died in
1923 in his ninety-first year.
Associated with these men was a group of those who had received
their training under them. Originally the assistants were recruited
from among men who had had more or less bookkeeping experience
with firms and corporations, and whose preliminary training had
been secured either in a minor clerical capacity or in a business
school. There were then no schools which trained men for advanced
accounting either for industry or for public accounting. Some of
these men possessed native ability and made good in the work then
required of staff members, but many others were lacking in experience
and ability and their stay in public work was brief.
In some of the larger offices, younger men, also, were employed
and trained under the direct supervision of the principals. By reason
of their close association with the leaders, these men received a more
thorough grounding in the professional aspects of their work than
the older men whose experience had been largely with private in
dustry. Several of them were admitted to partnership with their
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William M. Lybrand

Adam A. Ross

T. Edward Ross

Robert H. Montgomery
Francis J. Rebbeck

Hyland B. Hayes
John Vaughan

employers, and they continued and developed the best traditions
of their craft.
Joseph E. Sterrett, a member of the staff of John W. Francis,
became his partner in the firm of Francis & Sterrett. Mr. Sterrett
shared his partner’s enthusiasm for the advancement of the profes
sion along the lines of organization and education.
On the staff of Charles N. Vollum were his son-in-law, James W.
Fernley, and his son, Robert B. Vollum, who became partners in
the firm of Vollum, Fernley & Vollum, and were active in several
lines of endeavor for the advancement of public accountancy.
In the office of John Heins, four of the members of his staff were
admitted to partnership: William M. Lybrand, T. Edward Ross,
Adam A. Ross, and Robert H. Montgomery, all of whom participated
in the work of organizing the profession.
Lawrence E. Brown took as a partner J. D. Stinger who had been
a member of his staff.
A few others who were in public practice did not participate in
the preliminary work of organization, but some of them joined the
organization later.
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CHAPTER II

ORGANIZATION AND C.P.A. LEGISLATION
Organization of the Pennsylvania Association

of Public Accountants

public accountants in the State of New York having under
taken the task of securing government recognition of the work
of the public accountant, succeeded in securing the passage by the
New York legislature of an Act to regulate the profession of public
accounting, which Act was signed by the Governor on August
17, 1896. New York was the first state to enact legislation of
this kind.
The achievement of the accountants in New York State moved
John W. Francis to renew the efforts he had made ten years before
to form a Pennsylvania association. On March 16, 1897, he and his
partner, J. E. Sterrett, joined in an invitation to eleven other ac
countants of Philadelphia to meet and discuss the question of trying
to secure enactment of a law to provide a standard of qualification
for persons entering the profession. In response to this invitation the
following met in the office of Francis & Sterrett on March 23, 1897;
Hyland B. Hayes, Charles N. Vollum, T. Edward Ross, William M.
Lybrand, R. H. Montgomery, J. D. Stinger, John W. Francis, and
J. E. Sterrett. A proposed accountancy bill was discussed and, the
legislature then being in session, a suggestion was made that the
bill be introduced, which met with general approval. Final action
was deferred until March 30th, when it was expected a permanent
organization would be effected. On this date a second meeting was
held, there being present John Heins, Charles N. Vollum, H. B.
Hayes, William M. Lybrand, R. H. Montgomery, James W. Fernley,
J. D. Stinger, John W. Francis and J. E. Sterrett. The meeting organ
he
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ized the Pennsylvania Association of Public Accountants, with the
following Officers and Committees:
President—John Heins
Secretary—J. E. Sterrett
Committee on Constitution
and By-Laws—John W. Francis and
William M. Lybrand
Executive Committee—C. N. Vollum, H. B. Hayes,
J. D. Stinger, John Heins
and J. E. Sterrett
The executive committee was authorized to draft a bill for presenta
tion to the legislature and to submit the same at a meeting of the
Association on April 6th.
At a meeting held May 27th, John Vaughan was elected vicepresident and William M. Lybrand, treasurer. A new executive com
mittee was elected consisting of Charles N. Vollum, John W. Francis,
and Hyland B. Hayes.
Membership in the Association was open to those who were citizens
of the United States, or who had declared their intention of becoming
citizens, and who had maintained an office for the practice of public
accounting for at least three years prior to their application.
At the completion of organization the membership consisted of
the following: Lawrence E. Brown, James W. Fernley, John W.
Francis, Hyland B. Hayes, John Heins, William M. Lybrand, Robert
H. Montgomery, Adam A. Ross, T. Edward Ross, Joseph E. Sterrett,
J. D. Stinger, Charles N. Vollum, and Robert B. Vollum, all of Phil
adelphia, and Francis J. Rebbeck and John Vaughan of Pittsburgh,
a total of fifteen. F. A. Kimball and James Dickson, both of Pittsburgh,
became members on November 30, 1898, and on January 16, 1899,
A. R. Barrett, William E. Montelius, R. E. Kennedy and Alfred L.
Sellers, all of Philadelphia, were admitted.
C. P. A. Bill
A draft of the proposed bill for the certification of public accoun
tants which had been prepared under the supervision of the Honor
able Frederick Carroll Brewster was introduced in the State Senate
and Charles N. Vollum was appointed to represent the Association
in Harrisburg. Notwithstanding his vigorous efforts the bill failed
of passage, the Senate vote being 25 to 2 in its favor, but lacking one
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vote of a constitutional majority. As one Senator objected to recon
sideration, it was impossible to revive the measure at that session.
From this initial effort it was learned that a policy of education
would have to be adopted to overcome prejudice and convince legis
lators of the equity and desirability of setting official standards for
accountants serving in a public capacity. Notwithstanding the fact
that the State had long exercised supervision over the practice of
law and medicine with beneficial results, and that public accountants
had received legal recognition in Great Britain, in New York State
and elsewhere, there was a suspicion in the minds of some that the
accountants of Pennsylvania were trying to secure a monopoly to
the detriment of others and from which no advantage would accrue
to the public. A member of the Illinois legislature expressed this
thought when George Wilkinson asked for support of C. P. A. legisla
tion in that state as follows: “I would like to know what youse fellows
want; if youse want a lead-pipe cinch I am agin you.”
The young organization was not discouraged by the setback in the
Legislature, but immediately began to plan for renewed efforts at
the meeting of the Legislature in 1899. Judges of the courts in Phil
adelphia and Pittsburgh were interviewed and their endorsement
of the bill secured. Among others who joined in the endorsement
were prominent members of the Bar, presidents and other officials
of banks, trust and insurance companies, leaders in finance and in
dustry and city government officials. Only in a few instances was
endorsement refused.
Mr. C. N. Vollum again assumed the main responsibility of repre
senting the Association at the State capitol, and this time his efforts
were crowned with success. The bill passed both House and Senate
and was signed by Governor William A. Stone on March 29, 1899.
Under this Act with subsequent amendments the State Board
has operated efficiently for more than four decades.
An unknown poet paid the following tribute to Mr. Vollum in an

Ode To A Lobbyist
When war began with tyrant Spain
Our gallant boys went bravely to the front,
While we stayed home and let them stand
The camp’s worst hardship and the battle’s brunt.
16
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Edward P. Moxey, Sr.

George Wilkinson

Joseph M. Pugh

Walter A. Staub

All honor to those heroes brave,
Who on the field, were not found lax,
While we, who took our ease at home,
Are now content to pay the tax.

Throughout the session’s long and tedious fight
At melt and deal; at shuffle, cut and draw,
Our gallant Vollum strove through half the night,
And thus he got the votes that passed the law.
Now shall he have naught else but praise,
Who won the day by strength of will ?
We should, when we are C. P. A.’s
Be quite content to pay the bill.
The name of the Association was changed on October 15, 1900,
to the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants.
Members Admitted Following Passage of C. P. A. Act

In addition to those who organized the Association there were
others who were prominent in its affairs during the decade succeeding
the passage of the C. P. A. Act.
A. R. Barrett, a national bank examiner who became a member in
January, 1899, was the author of a book entitled Modern Banking
Methods. Alfred L. Sellers and William E. Montelius also became
members in January, 1899. The former filled the office of secretary,
1902-1904, and his name appears as one of those who applied for
the charter of the Institute in April, 1904. Mr. Montelius had a
position with a firm of investment bankers and carried on public
practice in addition. He was treasurer of the Institute for the year
1901-1902, and was active in its work during the twenty-eight years
of his membership.
Charles Lewer’s membership began in April, 1899, and for fifteen
years he was an enthusiastic worker in the cause. He was treasurer
for two years. He usually attended the annual meetings of the na
tional body and in reporting the proceedings to the Pennsylvania
Institute he always prefaced his remarks with “We had a bully
time.” He was one of the group which applied for a charter for the
Institute in 1904.
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Practitioners in Pittsburgh who became members before 1900 were
James Dickson, (who died December, 1899) F. A. Kimball, Archie
M. Allen, W. W. Edgar, Joseph Pringle, W. T. McKnight and George
W. Wood. It is regrettable that more effective measures were not
used both by the Philadelphia and the Pittsburgh men to bring those
in Pittsburgh into closer relation to the Association’s work. The
movement for organization was begun and carried on almost entirely
in Philadelphia where the majority of the members resided. Pitts
burgh members often could not attend the stated business meetings
or the meetings in Philadelphia for the reading and discussion of
papers on accountancy topics. The consequence was that most of
the Pittsburgh men of that period lost interest and dropped out,
with a loss to both themselves and the Association. It was several
years before this situation was corrected. The Association had no
paid executive and the officials who took office for a brief period
were subject to the increasing demands of their own practice and
the calls for service in the national body. Under such circumstances
some important features of the work in the State as a whole were
overlooked. Happily, there has been for many years complete harmony
and cooperation among the profession throughout the Commonwealth.
George R. Heisey, of Lancaster, who served as a member of the
first State Board, was a member of the Association for a brief period
prior to 1905.
John F. Steenson of Philadelphia joined the Association in January,
1901, his membership covering a period of a quarter of a century.
George Wilkinson became a non-resident member in 1904 and
a resident member in 1913, but he was interested in the progress of
the profession in Pennsylvania almost from the beginning of its
organization. In the inception of the work of the Federation of State
Societies he had the very active cooperation of the leaders in the
Pennsylvania Association. He was a frequent speaker at the Associa
tion’s meetings, and exercised a marked influence on its policies.
After he became a resident member he served as vice-president,
1915-1917, and continued his interest and activity until his death
on October 10, 1932.
Herbert G. Stockwell, from the time of his reception as a member
in January, 1901, was a very hard worker for the advancement of
the profession. He was a member of the Philadelphia Bar. In the
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Robert J. Bennett

William J. Wilson

Frank Wilbur Main

evening school established in 1902 for staff members he taught com
mercial law for two seasons, and when the University of Pennsylvania
established the Evening School of Accounts and Finance he con
tinued his work there as a special lecturer. He was elected president
of the Institute in 1915 and for a second term in 1916. He was one
of those who signed the application for the Institute’s charter.
Stockton Bates, who joined the Association in July, 1902, was
also among the applicants for the charter.
Edward P. Moxey, Sr., had many years of experience in invest
ment banking and brokerage, in public accounting, and as a national
bank examiner prior to joining the Association in January, 1903. He
assisted A. R. Barrett in 1891 in the examination of the accounts
of The Spring Garden National Bank and the Keystone National
Bank following their failure, and also served by appointment as a
special national bank examiner for the Department of Justice. In
1909 he decided to devote himself to public accounting, and established
the firm of Edward P. Moxey & Company. Mr. Moxey was elected
president of the Institute in 1913 and served until 1915, in which
year he died. His son and partner, Edward P. Moxey, Jr., is still in
practice as senior member of the firm. He joined the Institute in
April, 1907. On his graduation at the University of Pennsylvania
in 1904, he was appointed Assistant Instructor in Accounting in the
Wharton School of Accounts and Finance, and has been teaching
continuously since. He has served as Professor of Accounting since
1915 and was Chairman of the Accounting Department from 1919
to 1937. This constitutes a remarkable record in accountancy educa
tion combined with public practice.
William W. Rorer, who in 1909 became a member of the firm of
Vollum, Fernley, Vollum & Rorer, joined the Association in October,
1904. For several years he had been engaged in corporation account
ing, in teaching and in public practice. For eight years he lectured
on Accounting Practice and Procedure at the Evening School of
Accounts and Finance. He served the Institute in the offices of
secretary, treasurer and vice-president.
Henry C. Magee, whose membership began in April, 1905, served
as vice-president and was elected president for two terms, 1925-1927.
John R. Lynn who joined the Institute in April, 1907, served as
secretary and vice-president, and became president in 1923, serving
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for two years. Joseph M. Pugh became a member in January, 1905,
and served as president in 1917-19.
Charles Weissinger, John L. Carlson and D. Vincent Johnston
were elected to membership in 1908. Mr. Weissinger was treasurer,
1912-14; Mr. Carlson served as secretary, 1911-1913, and Mr.
Johnston, vice-president, 1921-1923.
Others who joined the Institute within the decade succeeding the
enactment of the C. P. A. law were Ridgley E. Kennedy, January,
1899; William A. Witherup, January, 1901; Walter A. Staub, January,
1905; Edward C. Spaulding, April, 1905; W. Harry Miller, January,
1907; E. Elmer Staub, April, 1907; William H. Lawton, July, 1908;
William Flint, July, 1908; Herman Gerdau, July, 1908; and P. W.
Cannon, April, 1909, all of Philadelphia, and W. Sarel Lynne, of
Pittsburgh, January, 1907. Mr. Lynne was a member of the firm of
W. C. Lynne Sons & Company, which was an outstanding firm in
Pittsburgh in the early years of the century. Frank Wilbur Main was
among those in practice in Pittsburgh in those earlier years in which
he was associated with his brother William R. Main. A couple of the
large national firms opened offices in Pittsburgh in 1903. William
R. Main became president of the Institute in 1932 after serving as
vice-president and Frank Wilbur Main was elected president in 1940.
The names of two men of national reputation appeared among the
non-resident list of the Institute, A. Lowes Dickinson and Elijah W.
Sells of New York, both of whom were elected in 1905.
The membership of the Institute on April 19, 1909, consisted of
40 active and 4 non-resident members, an increase of 29 in the first
twelve years of the Institute’s history. The State Board had issued
88 certificates to this date, so that many certified accountants were
not members of the Institute. In the earlier years the growth was
slow, nevertheless the foundation was well laid by those who were
interested and the subsequent growth to 772 members at August
1, 1941, is due in no small measure to the efforts put forth by those
pioneers of the profession.
Chapters of the Institute
Under the leadership of John Vaughan, Vice-President of the
Pennsylvania Association, a local branch was organized in Pittsburgh
on April 9, 1900, for the mutual benefit of members in practice in
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that city and for discussion of matters relating to accountancy and
the promotion of the profession. So far as known, no records have
been preserved of the activities of this branch.
In 1904 the Institute provided in its by-laws for the formation
of branches in cities where there were at least five resident members.
From the annual dues as collected, each branch was to receive $5
per member to provide for its expenses.
It was not until November, 1913, that another attempt was made
to form a branch in Pittsburgh. The Council of the Institute sanctioned
the movement, but no permanent results followed. About this time
the Pittsburgh accountants took action in protest against the un
justifiable delay of the State Board in passing upon the results of
the examinations. Candidates in Philadelphia and elsewhere were at
the same disadvantage. Certain Pittsburgh accountants procured
the passage of an amendment to the C. P. A. Act, which provided
for the appointment to the State Board of two members from the
Eastern part of the State, two from the Western, and one from the
Central part. It also provided that the results of examinations should
be reported within sixty days.
In 1917 an independent body, Pittsburgh Institute of Accountants,
was organized, which was active for a short period and was dis
continued in 1920.
On April 13, 1922, a chapter of the Institute was formed in Pitts
burgh, which has since functioned satisfactorily.
At the annual meeting of the Institute in 1925, Frank Wilbur Main
in the course of his report on the work of the Pittsburgh Chapter
suggested that provision be made for additional chapters in various
sections of the State, including Philadelphia. Two years later under
the direction of Gardner W. Kimball, then vice-president of the
Institute, the by-laws were amended and the Philadelphia Chapter
was organized on February 24,1927. This action relieved the Institute
of responsibility for local meetings in Philadelphia.
The Harrisburg Chapter was organized on June 10, 1929, and the
Scranton Chapter on November 29, 1932. The name of the latter
was changed on October 28, 1940, to Northeastern Chapter.
The chapter plan has worked very satisfactorily in providing for
local management of meetings for discussion of technical papers,
etc., leaving the Institute free to exercise supervision of affairs of
the profession throughout the State.
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CHAPTER III

PUBLICATIONS
The Public Accountant
securing of the C. P. A. Act was not the only activity of
the Association in its early days. In October, 1898, the first
issue of a journal, The Public Accountant, appeared, a publication
“devoted to the interest of the profession” and issued under the
supervision of the executive committee. This number contained an
article entitled The Professions by J. E. Sterrett, the secretary of
the Association, A Sketch by William M. Lybrand, an unsigned
editorial, Why We Do It, the first installment of a technical paper by
John Vaughan, and a reference to the proposed C. P. A. bill. It also
listed the officers and the fifteen original members of the Association,
as well as the officers of The American Association of Public Ac
countants and of the New York State Society of Certified Public
Accountants. The last page carried advertisements of The Land
Title & Trust Company and The Real Estate Title Insurance and
Trust Company, as well as professional cards of John Vaughan, of
Pittsburgh, Francis & Sterrett, John Heins & Company and Vollum,
Fernley & Vollum, of Philadelphia.
Later issues contained lists of the officers and members of the
accounting bodies heretofore mentioned, as well as those of The
National Society of Certified Public Accountants, The Illinois As
sociation of Public Accountants and The Maryland Association of
Public Accountants. It was hoped that The Public Accountant would
become the medium for news of all the accounting societies and that
it would serve the profession throughout the United States.
The issue of March, 1899, contained a review of the progress made
in the publication of the journal, from which the following excerpt
is taken:
he
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It started with twelve pages and one thousand copies. In the
December or Pennsylvania Bill issue it was found necessary to
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increase it to sixteen pages with three thousand circulation. In
February, 1899, two more pages and 1000 copies were added,
making 4000 in all, and now, in the March issue, the paper appears
six months from its birth with the addition of a cover andfive thousand
readers in all parts of the United States and Canada. It is now in a
position to take its place among the class periodicals of the country.
The April, 1899, issue contains the following letter from Governor
Theodore Roosevelt of New York in reply to an inquiry by the
Editor concerning the appointment of an accountant for the Gover
nor’s private use in any investigation he might make:

State of New York
Executive Chamber
Albany, April 7th, 1899.

Mr. William Hobson Vollum,
“The Public Accountant"
441 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia, Pa.
My dear Sir:
I recommended to the Legislature that I be allowed an accountant
simply that I might find out from an expert what was going on
financially in any department I chose.
With great regards, I am,
Sincerely yours,
(5) Theodore Roosevelt
Editorial comment on this incident was, in part, as follows:

As usual New York leads in the introduction of new ideas in
government, but it is rumored that Pennsylvania will be a close
second, with Illinois third. It is said, subrosa, that a Board com
posed of several firms of the leading accountants of the State will
be appointed by the Governor of Pennsylvania in the near future
to be at his callfor any investigation, inquiry or report that he may
care to have made.
The trial of United States Senator Matthew Stanley Quay for
conspiracy with John S. Hopkins, former cashier of the failed People’s
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Bank of Philadelphia, and others received notice because of the fact
that Lawrence E. Brown was retained to make an examination of
the books of the People’s Bank for the prosecution and was a principal
witness, while A. R. Barrett, Edward P. Moxey and Charles N. Vollum
were retained by the defense in an advisory capacity in connection
with the cross-examination of Mr. Brown.
The first list of applicants for certification by the State Board was
published in the issue of June, 1899. Twenty-five certificates were
granted on June 15, 1899, twenty-two of the recipients being members
of the Association.
The Public Accounting Publishing Company was incorporated on
December 21, 1899, the December issue being the first under the
new organization. A Students’ Department was inaugurated in the
December issue with questions on Auditing and Theory of Accounts
set by the State Board at the first examination and answers thereto
by a correspondent of the journal.
The later issues contained much of interest respecting the increas
ing recognition of the public accountant’s work in financial and in
dustrial circles, the efforts for C. P. A. legislation in other states,
legal decisions of interest to practitioners, news of the national and
state societies and articles dealing with technical subjects. Publica
tion was suspended after the issue of June, 1900. It is to be regretted
that the original purpose of making The Public Accountant the journal
for the whole profession in the United States could not have been
maintained, at least until The Journal of Accountancy took the field
in November, 1905, as valuable data concerning the profession during
the intervening years could have been preserved.

The Spokesman
For over thirty years the Institute was without an official journal
following the suspension of publication of The Public Accountant.
In January, 1931, the Institute during the presidency of Will-A.
Clader, began the publication of The Pennsylvania Certified Public
Accountant as “Spokesman” for the Institute with Frank Wilbur
Main as editor, who served until the summer of 1934. He had the
satisfaction of seeing the paper well established during his term, and
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it has since continued to represent the Institute in a creditable man
ner. John K. Mathieson occupied the editorial chair for about a year,
when the present editor, Robert J. Bennett took over with the
August, 1935 number, which issue bore the new name of The Spokes
man. Under Mr. Bennett’s direction The Spokesman has become
increasingly valuable as a medium for the dissemination of informa
tion concerning the activities of the Institute and of important data
of interest to the profession at large.
Year Books

Following the suspension of publication of The Public Accountant
in 1900, there was no current printed record of the membership,
officers and the C. P. A. Act available for the use of the members.
At a meeting of the Association on January 17, 1905, Adam A. Ross
introduced a motion that a year book containing such information
be published. The matter was referred to the Council, but nothing
appears to have been done about it until April 25, 1908, when the
printing of a year book was authorized. Three years more elapsed
before publication, the first issue being for the year 1911-12. It
contained lists of members, officers and committees for the current
year, also copies of the charter, by-laws and the Act. After an interval
of eight years the issue for the year 1919-20 appeared. The next
issue was for the year 1922-23, with a new feature: the list of officers
and executive committee of the Pittsburgh Chapter, which had been
organized April 13, 1922. Year books were issued for the years be
ginning in 1923, 1925, 1927 and 1929, and annually thereafter. In
addition to the contents in the earlier issues, there were gradually
included lists of the officers and committees of the four chapters,
members of the State Board and canons of professional ethics. In
the 1939-40 book and that of the succeeding year appears a copy
of the Trust Indenture between Pennsylvania Institute of Certified
Public Accountants and Trustees of the Endowment Fund.
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CHAPTER IV

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
organization of the Association provided an opportunity
for meetings of its members for the discussion of problems and
new developments which were of interest to the profession in general.
While previously there had been discussions between individuals
when questions arose concerning correct procedure in unusual cases,
there had not been conferences nor discussions in which the whole
group participated. The scarcity of accountancy literature in that
period made such conferences desirable, and while the earlier meet
ings were devoted largely to organization and efforts in connection
with securing accountancy legislation, the need for discussion of
technical matters became increasingly apparent. The committee on
lectures (later called the committee on meetings) became the most
active agency in the work of the Institute.
The speakers at the meetings were not all engaged in public
accounting. Bankers, editors, judges, lawyers, engineers and others
were among those who addressed the Association in its earlier days.
These meetings for the reading of papers proved to be very helpful
to the members, as those who were specialists in certain lines of
accounting shared their knowledge and experience with the group
and quite a wide field was covered in the course of a year. Addresses
were made on such topics as The Growing Need of the Higher Account
ing by C. W. Haskins (1902); Bank Audits; Office Methods of Accoun
tants; Balance Sheets as to Content and Form and the Responsibility
of the Auditor Relative Thereto; Systems of Accounts; Department Store
Accounting; Coal Mining Accounts; Working Papers; Municipal
Accounting and many others. One paper that generated a warm
discussion in 1904 was on Loose-leaf Systems, Their Uses, Advantages
and Disadvantages. Many expressed their opposition to loose-leaf
systems in no uncertain terms, while others, who agreed that there
was a greater chance of manipulation of records than with bound books,
realized that loose-leaf systems had come to stay, and urged that
accountants devise protective methods against their fraudulent use.
he
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A topic which is still current was the subject of a paper read in
1906 by A. Lowes Dickinson, entitled The Desirability of Our Being
Able to Give Unqualified Certificates. Shortly thereafter H. G. Stockwell gave an address on Accountants' Certificates. This problem is
still with us after more than a quarter century of debate.
Evening Schoolfor Staff Members

In addition to the provision for the consideration of technical
studies by the members, it was early realized that something should
be done to aid assistants in the various offices in securing adequate
training for their advancement and for the securing of their certificates
in due course. In October, 1900, a resolution was adopted to admit
and register students of the Institute, but nearly two years elapsed
before definite action was taken. In the summer of 1902, the com
mittee on education, consisting of J. E. Sterrett, Chairman, Adam
A. Ross and A. L. Sellers, arranged for an evening school which
commenced its sessions in October. Thirteen students were enrolled.
The subjects taught and the faculty were as follows:
Theory of Accounts.......... R. H. Montgomery
Practical Accounting
W. M. Lybrand
Auditing........................... J. W. Fernley
Commercial Law.............. H. G. Stockwell

The chairman of the committee in reporting upon the first year’s
work, wrote, in part, as follows:
Their (the instructors') work has been largely that of the pioneer
but they have succeeded in developing a course of study that will serve
as a guidefor thefuture. . . . Through their efforts the Pennsylvania
Institute can claim education as one of its primary functions, and
that, to the best of my knowledge, is an advance upon what has been
done by any other accountants' association in the country.

During this year the committee on library acquired twenty-four
volumes for the use of members and the students in the evening school.
The classes were continued the following year with an enrollment
of nineteen and with the same faculty. As a token of their apprecia
tion the students at the close of the school year presented to the
library a copy of Pixley’s Auditors—Their Duties and Responsibilities.
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The committee in the meantime had approached the provost and
trustees of the University of Pennsylvania with the proposition that
the University take over the work of the evening school. Because
of a building program which was under way, the trustees were un
willing to assume the responsibility for a new venture which might
be operated at a loss. The committee procured subscriptions to a
guarantee fund of $400 to meet any deficit which might arise, and
Provost Harrison on May 14, 1904, authorized the organization of
the Evening School of Accounts and Finance. The School was a
success from the first and the guarantors were never called upon for
any part of their subscriptions.
Messrs. Stockwell and Rorer lectured at the University for some
years in the accountancy courses and R. H. Montgomery lectured
during the school year of 1905-06.
Mr. Sterrett, in speaking at the First International Congress of
Accountants in St. Louis in 1904, referred to the Evening School
of Accounts and Finance as the “first educational institution of
highest rank to offer a course of instruction planned with a view
of preparing candidates for the C. P. A. examinations.”

University of Pittsburgh and Duquesne University
The accountants in Pittsburgh were instrumental in establishing
accounting courses in the Evening School of Economics, Accounts
and Finance of the University of Pittsburgh in 1908. Frank Wilbur
Main has stated that this enterprise in the early years was attended
with “sacrifices and discouragements,” but success eventually crowned
their efforts. They also assisted in establishing accounting courses
at Duquesne University, W. R. Main being active in these connec
tions from 1908 to 1911.
The experience gained by those who were primarily responsible
for the student educational movement in the Institute inured to
the benefit of other schools outside the Commonwealth. A few of
these pioneers removed to New York, where they kept up their
interest in accountancy education and were called upon for lectures
at Harvard, New York University, Columbia and elsewhere. Among
them were R. H. Montgomery, J. E. Sterrett, W. M. Lybrand and
W. A. Staub. Mr. Sterrett for a time was outside lecturer at the
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Graduate School of Business Administration of Harvard University.
Mr. Montgomery taught at New York University, and when Columbia
University established evening courses in 1910, he was one of the
first teachers. He was made an assistant professor of economics in
1915. In 1919 until his resignation in 1929, he was professor of ac
counting. He established at Columbia an auditing laboratory, which
has been of great value in the instruction of the students. His gift
to Columbia of rare works on accounting forms a notable collection.

State Board of Examiners
The membership of the first Board appointed in 1899 consisted
of Messrs. Charles N. Vollum of Philadelphia, John Vaughan of
Pittsburgh, and George R. Heisey of Lancaster, with two lawyers,
the Honorable Frank Reeder of Easton and J. Willis Martin, Esq.,
of Philadelphia. Mr. Martin later became a Judge of the Common
Pleas Court of Philadelphia. Mr. Charles Hobson Vollum, a son of
Mr. Charles N. Vollum, was appointed chief clerk.
Under the able leadership of Mr. Vollum the Board decided upon
the rules for its operation and for the guidance of applicants for
registration. The preparation of questions for the examination was
not an easy task at that time, because of the scarcity of accountancy
literature and the lack of precedent. Except in law, the examiners
were compelled to draw largely upon the experience gained in prac
tice. At that time there had been few opportunities for meetings for
the discussion of technical papers and for the standardization of
methods and the enunciation of principles. While there has since
been ample opportunity for such discussion a great many problems
still await final solution. The difficulty of securing agreement on
accounting terminology is but one illustration.
Those who sat for the earlier examinations were also handicapped,
as they had not had experience with some particular problems which
the examiners had encountered and which they sometimes included
in the examinations. But it is doubtful if any great hardship resulted,
as the examiners gave consideration to the general knowledge and
intelligence indicated by the applicant’s answers, rather than to his
solution of a peculiar problem.
Mr. Vollum of the original Board served for a period of twelve
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years, Mr. Vaughan for three years, and Mr. Heisey for three years.
Others appointed to the Board from among the pioneer group were
Lawrence E. Brown, Frank A. Kimball, J. E. Sterrett, Adam A.
Ross, James W. Fernley, F. W. Main, H. P. Griffith, and J. M. Pugh.
Several of these were on the Board for terms running from ten to
eighteen years.
Mention should also be made of the services of a later member,
R. J. Bennett, the present secretary of the Board, who has occupied
the office for the past fifteen years. Not only has he performed yeoman
service in this capacity, but his services to the Institute as secretary
for nearly a quarter of a century have been invaluable. These men
who thus served without remuneration in this arduous post are
worthy of the lasting gratitude of all in the profession.

Accountancy Literature
The group of accountants who organized the profession in Penn
sylvania and those who later cooperated with them in establishing
the Institute on a firm basis have made substantial contributions
to the literature of accountancy and related subjects.
In the period preceding the birth of the Pennsylvania Association,
there were few American works on advanced accounting. The British
works which the progressive accountant read were not entirely
adapted to the needs of the profession and of the students in this
country.
Among the earlier books was a work on Bank Accounting by A. R.
Barrett. J. E. Sterrett was a joint author with F. B. Kirkbride of a
book on The Modern Trust Company published in 1905, which has
run into several editions.
Col. Montgomery has been a prolific writer on accountancy and
taxes. In 1905 he prepared an American edition of the English work
Auditing by Lawrence R. Dicksee. A second edition was issued in
1909. In 1912 he published Auditing, Theory and Practice which has
run into six editions. His books on the several income and other
Federal tax laws have been in great demand. He edited the Financial
Handbook published in 1925. W. A. Staub has collaborated in the
production of many of these books and is an author in his own right.
H. G. Stockwell was the author of Net Worth and the Balance Sheet
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(1912), How to Read a Financial Statement (1925) and How to Read
a Profit and Loss Statement (1927).
Messrs. Sterrett, Montgomery, Staub and Stockwell have also
delivered many addresses and have written articles which have
appeared in The Journal of Accountancy and in other magazines. In
addition, the Accountants' Index and its Supplements, published by the
American Institute of Accountants, list a great number of articles by
Pennsylvania accountants, including articles by C. N. Vollum,
W. M. Lybrand, A. A. Ross, George Wilkinson, E. P. Moxey, Jr.,
R. J. Bennett, Frank Wilbur Main, W. S. Lynne and others.
The books and articles by the members of the pioneer group from
Pennsylvania have formed a notable contribution to standard
literature of the profession.
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CHAPTER V

NATIONAL SOCIETIES
s heretofore stated the formation of the American Association
of Public Accountants antedated the organization of the Penn
sylvania Association by about ten years. John W. Francis and John
Heins were among its charter members, the latter serving as president
for the three years, 1889, 1890 and 1891. New York accountants
constituted the great majority of the membership and during the
early years of its existence it failed to function effectively as a
national body.

A

Federation of Societies of Public Accountants

The several state societies which came into being toward the end
of the nineteenth century and the opening years of the twentieth
were primarily engaged in the task of securing C. P. A. legislation.
But the development of the profession brought with it many problems
which could not well be solved by societies working individually.
George Wilkinson, who was president of the Illinois Association of
Public Accountants in 1902, in a paper read at a meeting of that
body in July, 1902, presented a plan for cooperation between the
several state societies and urged the formation of a federation. The
Illinois Association endorsed Mr. Wilkinson’s proposal, and had a
committee draft a plan for such a federation, which on October 28,
1902, was submitted to a convention of delegates from several state
societies in Washington, D. C. At that meeting the Federation of
Societies of Public Accountants in the United States of America was
organized. The delegates appointed from Pennsylvania were J. E.
Sterrett and A. R. Barrett. R. H. Montgomery was elected first
treasurer of the Federation. J. E. Sterrett and Robert H. Montgomery
were the delegates to the meeting of 1903.
The principal object for which the Federation was created was,
as set forth in its constitution, “to bring into communication with
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one another the several associations and societies of public account
ants, organized or to be organized under the laws of the several
States of the United States of America,” and to encourage the
formation of such associations.
The Federation held a Congress of Public Accountants during the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis in September, 1904.
This project developed into the first of the International Congresses
of Public Accountants, delegates being present from Great Britain,
Holland and Canada. George Wilkinson was secretary of the Feder
ation. Pennsylvania was represented by J. E. Sterrett, who was
elected permanent chairman of the Congress, William M. Lybrand,
Robert H. Montgomery and Charles N. Vollum, who served on the
Committee on Arrangements, and Joseph M. Pugh and Adam A.
Ross, who were among those who attended. Walter A. Staub, not
then a member of the Pennsylvania Institute, was awarded a prize
of $50 for the best paper submitted by an assistant in the office of a
public accountant on the subject Mode of Conducting an Audit.
Seven ladies from Philadelphia also were in attendance. Among the
papers read was one by Robert H. Montgomery on The Importance
of Uniform Practice in Determining the Profits of Public Service
Corporations where Municipalities have the Power to Regulate Rates
and one by William M. Lybrand on The Profession of the Public
Accountant. Mr. Montgomery also participated in the discussion of
Arthur Lowes Dickinson’s paper The Profits of a Corporation.
The state societies composing the membership of the Federation
at the time of the Congress were those of Pennsylvania, Illinois,
Maryland, Massachusetts, California, Ohio, Michigan, Georgia,
Missouri, Minnesota and Washington. The New York State Society
of Certified Public Accountants, the largest of the state bodies, had
been a charter member of the Federation but had withdrawn in the
month of June preceding the Congress.
A movement had been started to bring together the two national
bodies, the American Association of Public Accountants and the
Federation. With the New York State Society standing aloof and
two national bodies in the field, a situation existed which was inimical
to the best interests of the profession. A joint committee of three
from each of the three bodies met and agreed upon a plan of consoli
dation. R. H. Montgomery of the Pennsylvania Institute was a
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member of this committee. A union of the three organizations was
effected in 1905, the name of the American Association of Public
Accountants being retained.

The American Association of Public Accountants
as Reorganized
By virtue of his office as president of the Pennsylvania Institute,
J. E. Sterrett became a vice-president of the new Association and
was also appointed to the executive committee and the committees
on meetings, lectures, library and bulletins. R. H. Montgomery was
elected a trustee for a three-year term and was appointed on commit
tees of the Journal and of elections, qualifications and examinations.
William M. Lybrand was appointed to the committee on finance.
The Year Book of 1906 contains the names of Pennsylvania
members among the officers and committeemen, viz., Adam A. Ross,
a vice-president, R. H. Montgomery, a trustee, and J. E. Sterrett
and Adam A. Ross, on committees. In the years which followed until
the reorganization of the American Association in 1915, members
of the Pennsylvania Association were among those who served it
in various capacities. J. E. Sterrett was elected president in 1908
and re-elected in 1909. Robert H. Montgomery was president in
1912 and 1913. Presidents of the various state societies were vicepresidents of the American Association and during this period J. E.
Sterrett, A. A. Ross, C. N. Vollum, J. W. Fernley, T. E. Ross,
E. P. Moxey and H. G. Stockwell occupied this office. J. W. Fernley
was treasurer in 1911 and 1912. R. H. Montgomery served as trustee
from 1905 to 1911 and again in 1914 and 1915, and J. E. Sterrett
and J. W. Fernley also served in this capacity. All those heretofore
mentioned were members of several committees, five of them being
on the executive committee at various times. A. A. Ross was chairman
of the committee of general arrangements for the Twenty-first
Anniversary, which was held in Atlantic City in 1908, and C. N.
Vollum, George Wilkinson and W. M. Lybrand participated in
committee work. Several prominent British and Canadian account
ants attended this meeting and took part in the program.
The American Association was reorganized in 1915 upon a new
basis, the successor organization being the
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American Institute of Accountants
In the new body, members of the Pennsylvania Institute con
tinued to take a prominent part. R. H. Montgomery was president
for two years, 1935-1937. Under his presidency the Institute and the
American Society of Certified Public Accountants (which had been
organized in 1921) were merged. T. E. Ross was vice-president,
1920-1921 and R. H. Montgomery 1927-1928. Two of the treasurers
were A. A. Ross, 1916-1918, and J. E. Sterrett, 1919-1922. Penn
sylvanians on the Council at various times were W. J. Wilson, T. E.
Ross, Will-A. Clader, A. A. Ross, Ernest Crowther, H. G. Stockwell,
W. M. Lybrand, J. W. Fernley and H. C. Magee. Some of these
served for ten years or more. While he was not one of the pioneers
in Pennsylvania accountancy, mention might be made of the late
J. K. Mathieson, who was a member of the American Institute
council for four years and was elected president in 1939. In addition
to the members of the council serving also on committees, other
Pennsylvania members of the pioneer group participated in the work
of the committees, among whom were J. M. Pugh, E. P. Moxey, Jr.,
H. P. Griffith, D. V. Johnston, Charles Weissinger and George
Wilkinson, while W. A. Staub still continues his long term of service
as a member of some of the important committees.

American Society of Certified Public Accountants
After the passage of the initial C. P. A. laws, it was thought by
some accountants that the best interests of the profession would
be furthered by giving recognition only to accountants who were
certified. Mr. C. N. Vollum opposed affiliation with the American
Association of Public Accountants with which the Federation of
Societies of Public Accountants had merged in 1905, because the
American Association had a number of members-at-large who were
not certified. He wrote and circulated a pamphlet setting forth his
views, and continued to maintain his position and to urge the with
drawal of the Pennsylvania Institute from the national body.
While he and others of like mind did not immediately see fruit
from their efforts, an organization came into being in 1921, its
purpose being to protect and foster the certified public accountant
certificate. Several of the members of the Pennsylvania Institute
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joined the new body and were active in its affairs. Of these Frank
Wilbur Main served as president in 1923 and as vice-president in
the following year. Frank A. Willison and Gardner W. Kimball
were each elected treasurer for a term of one year. W. A. Staub acted
as chairman of the committee on federal legislation for some years.
An unsatisfactory situation developed with two bodies of public
accountants dealing with matters in which the public and the Federal
Government were vitally interested. There was difficulty in securing
united action where the interests of the profession were concerned.
This led to a movement to merge the two organizations and this
object was happily attained in 1936.

International Congresses
The first of the International Congresses of Accountants was held
in St. Louis in 1904, to which reference has heretofore been made.
The second conference was held in Amsterdam in 1926, at which
R. H. Montgomery read a paper on Legislation for the Profession
and at the banquet proposed the toast, Hands Across the Sea.
In preparation for the Third International Congress which was
held in New York in 1929, Col. Montgomery served as chairman
of the cooperating societies and became president of the Congress.
J. E. Sterrett, the president of the first Congress, was an honorary
president. A paper on Consolidated Financial Statements was read
by W. A. Staub. Other members of the Pennsylvania group attended
the Congress.
Pennsylvania was represented at the Fourth Congress held in
London in 1933, by Messrs. Montgomery and Staub. The latter as
president of the New York State Society of Certified Public Accoun
tants extended the greetings of that body. Col. Montgomery presided
at one of the sessions, and also read a paper on The Auditor's Re
sponsibility in Relation to Balance Sheets and Profit and Loss Accounts.
Representing the American accountants he responded to the toast
at the banquet, proposed by the present Sovereign, then H. R. H.
Prince George.
National Association of Cost Accountants
The National Association of Cost Accountants was organized in
1919. Pennsylvania was represented among its charter members by
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A. T. Cameron, W. S. Gee, W. M. Lybrand, E. P. Moxey, Jr., and
R. H. Montgomery. Mr. Lybrand was elected vice-president in the
year 1919, and served for the two following years as president. Mr.
Gee served for three terms as vice-president and became president
in 1930. Messrs. Moxey, Gee and Lybrand have been directors. A
Pennsylvanian of a later generation, W. F. Marsh of Pittsburgh,
served two years as vice-president and was elected president in 1937.
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CHAPTER VI

SERVICES TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
present time when so many public accountants are employed
by the Government in various capacities is in strong contrast
to the earlier days when the peculiar fitness of public accountants
for public service was not recognized.
The imposition of tax upon income opened up a field of activity
for which the public accountant was peculiarly fitted by his training
and experience. The war of 1914-18 also gave opportunity to the
accountant to be of service to the Government, and among the num
ber so engaged were members of the Pennsylvania pioneer group.
A few of these activities deserve mention.
In October, 1906, the Honorable Charles J. Bonaparte, Secretary
of the Navy, appointed Adam A. Ross a member of a commission
to investigate the methods of accounting in the several bureaus
throughout the Department and to make recommendations of any
modifications or extensions necessary “to enable the Department
to ascertain itself and inform the Congress, promptly and certainly,
as to all matters connected with the expenditures of appropriations
and the cost of the Navy in all necessary detail.”
J. E. Sterrett served the Federal Government in many capacities.
He was appointed by President Taft in 1911 a member of the
Advisory Committee to the Commission of Economy and Efficiency.
He was a member of the Board of Tax Advisors to formulate Treasury
Regulations for the administration of the 1917 excess profits tax law.
He served as a member of an Appeals Board in 1918 and 1919 which
considered the more difficult excess profits tax cases, and on the
Advisory Tax Board under the Revenue Act of 1918. He was an
advisor to the Secretary of the Treasury, the Honorable Andrew A.
Mellon, in 1921 and 1922 upon tax matters, and was a member of
the Tax Simplification Board under the Revenue Act of 1921.
From 1924 to 1927 Mr. Sterrett was the American member of the
he
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Transfer Committee under the Dawes Plan with the rank next to
that of the Agent General for Reparation Payments.
During the World War of 1914-18, R. H. Montgomery served as
Chief of Section on Organization and Methods of the office of the
Chief of Staff of the Army, also as a member of the War Department
Board of Appraisers and on the Price Fixing Committee of the War
Industries Board.
In 1931 Col. Montgomery was appointed Secretary of the War
Policies Commission.
This by no means covers the group’s activities during the War
of 1914-18, as many served on Liberty Loan Committees and other
bodies cooperating in war work undertakings.
The successors of the pioneers have since rendered service in many
government enterprises and their services are in demand in the
present World War emergency. A later historian, no doubt, will
give due recognition to their achievements.
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CONCLUSION

history of the Pioneer group reaches back to the Civil War,
for we have seen that one of its members fought for the cause
of the Confederacy, and at least one for the Union, while others were
participants in the industrial activity connected with the War. Since
that time vast changes have occurred in the industrial and economic
life of the country. Transportation has been revolutionized and means
of communication have been greatly improved and enlarged. The
range of governmental activity has been expanded to an astonishing
degree. The profession of accountancy, also, has traveled a long dis
tance since the days of the manuscript report and the letter copy
press.
Our country has been involved in two wars in the meantime, with
the attendant evils of increased national debt, heavy taxes, and
disruption of economic and social life. And now the survivors of this
group of Pioneers are witnessing the early stages of another gigantic
struggle for the preservation of the rights and liberties of mankind.
This war, and the problems which will follow in its wake, cannot
but have a marked influence upon the profession. Wisdom, integrity
and courage will be needed, but the history of the past gives ample
ground for confidence for the future.
he
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